®\/al Morehouse™

The Stand

HOT FLASHES: VOLUME 1, ISSUE 2, SPRING 1994

ibrarians much prefer reading to  editor by the score. Since our previous claim to t
the “infantry” rather than becom- spotlight mostly involvedohoto ops with Mother
ing the infantry in a cultural war. Goose, the experience was harrowing.

In April 1993, teachers and librarians

respected by students and parentsLibrary activity ®on resebled the Salem witch

were suddenly accused of obscenity and anti-familyhunt more than the joys of reading. Novels were pil-

anti-Christian pornography. A pre-digested list of loried on the basis of title aloneSex Educationa
“dirty” language cut and pasted out of context and iwork that has received.ibrary Journal stars as a
violation of copyright was mailed to Hughes Juniorwork of exceptional merit, was challenged. Seli
High parents. Shelves of books which had served stappointed book critic Cindy Hochstetler admitte
dents without remark for a decade became *“filth'that she had only skimmed it. Likewise, her coho
overnight. Librarians opened our morning papers t&am Freshwater prowled the schools and sat
find ourselves accused of plotting to glayboyin  classes seeking “evidence,” which he freely inte
school libraries. The same lie was distributed by thpreted and rushed to the newspaper.
Cindy Hochstetler group in fliers by the ream at kids’
soccer games and echoed in letters in Bismarck

. Shelves of books which had served studts
Tribune without remark for a decade became “filth”
overnight.

Concerned parents generally do not force a private
agenda for their own children on the children of oth-

ers. The American. Library Association recognize%‘reshwater stoked the Controversy’ denouncing
that not all expressions of concern are a censorshégdmment about horror genre authors by the Sin
attack. But when a hidden pOIItlcaI agenda is driVingunior H|gh librarian. With Hochstetle he|p’ he
the censorship attempt, then real trouble begins.  tried to leap-frog school board policy and ban :

_ _Stephen  King
Unaware that an ambush was commencing, Bigyooks from the

marck’s librarians and teachers were overwhelmedistrict  without
by negative publicity, becoming grist for TV sound haying read a si
bites, front page headlines, newspaper editorialsgle title. Since h
anonymous personal attacks broadcast on Bisgoyld not have THE STAND,
marck’s radio talk shows, harassment calls, threatgossibly judged BY VAL MOREHOUSE.
from Hochstetler and followers, intimidation of our these works for

own children, screaming bekes at parent-teacher himself, who is HOW TEACHERS AND

conferences, sneers in meetings, denigration of oUeeding him lists LIBRARIANS STOOD UP FOR
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scene books? Our junior high schools were becorbooks -- give up -- keep quiet.We chose action,
ing a toolbox for the agenda of the religious rightalthough the specter of sudden unemployment rose
Classic red herrings of book challenges, personalike a skunk’s tail. Hochstetler’s first act after elec-
attacks and sensational lies were used to divert atteion was to arrive with a fistful of reprimands for the
tion from the real issues. personnel files of librarians
who defended challenged
materials, and teachers who
used instructional methods
with which she disagreed.

And the prize? A school
board majority, control off
curriculum and the minds"
of your child and mine. In
Spiritual Warfare: the
Politics of the Christian

Right (1989, p. 240), Sar:
Diamond describes the
now familiar tactics--"th

Unsuccessful with that, she
moved a “new” book recon-
sideration policy that would
remove teachers and librari-
ans as the first step, and end
intentional use of media the decision-making power
information to impact indi of the review committee
vidual or collective action,” including ‘lying,’” distor- which included citizens. Next, she moved to amend a
tion, hyperbole and mystification of objective realityl9th century purity clause from the Century Code
to perpetuate its political and religiousideology.” into the text and library selection policy, and to
remove from it a preamble supporting democracy.
Manufactured complaints planted at each board’hen she proposed “citizens’ reading committees” to
meeting followed the book challenges, as the realread books before selection, a ban on R-rated movies
objective of the challenges emerged: not bookn the schoolsSchindler’s List?1984%) and instant
removal, but the cynical creation of controversy as eemoval of any challenged title from the slefore
vehicle to gain name recognition and political powereconsideration.
Red herrings guaranteed column inches to an
unknown like Hochstetler, who parlayed notorietyThoroughly alarmed, educators, authors, parents,
into a school board seat. and interested citizens joined to work for First
Amendment rights:Hope for the best, but prepare
for the worst” became standard procedure as Hoch-
stetler stormed into the Solheim teachers’ lounge to
tear down a meeting notice, while we prepared for a
classic censorship case and researched the hidden
agenda behind her attacks.

“Another policy we could use as a guide |s

actually ND State Law, Chapter 12.1-27.1 1t
states that a person is guilty of a Class C tel-
ony, if, knowing of its character, the person
disseminates obscene material. These teach-
ers and librarians are disseminating obscene

materials to our children. The penalties for = What is needed now is public information and pub-

violating this state law are steep! Now
wouldn’t it be something to see a teacher

librarian being charged with this crime?” -t

Cindy Hochstetler, from her testimony reg
Aug. 2, 1993.

or

lic exposureWho are these bookanners? What
viewpoint do they espouse? With whom do they
align locally and nationally?And what is their con-
nection to Mel and Norma Gabler, Texas censorship
artists who produce and distribute pre-digested lists

of “forbidden” words and quotes out of context?

Faced with an assembly-line controversy, librariandn January ‘94 Hochstetleokort Steve Cates
and teachers could either capitulate or take actiorhanded literature to the school board from the Berean
“Will | standfor something, or for nothing?” we League (anti-First Amendment) and the Eagle Forum
asked. We supported each other and resisted c@nti-OBE and pro-school board takeover move-
leagues of lesser courage who whispei@dmp the  ment). In March, théntelligencerdocumented a visit
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to Bismarck by a field director from Pat Robertson’s HERE’'S WHAT
Christian Coalition, and in April, aided by a mailing
out of Virginia Beach, VA the local group formed. YOU CAN DO:
With Ron Shaw of LDDS Communications as orga-
nizer, the Coalition is preparing a vofgrone tee to . .,
help the “team” win a majority on the school board.® Help organize “get out the vote” calls.

Shouldn't the public be told that in summersfall ® Make corrections to distortions you see or

1993, Hochstetler published a pro-censorship article hear in the news.
in the Son Timesan unsavory, extremist tabloid out
of Valley City/Fargo? Another tabloid writer, a

Washington, D.C. employee of a Lyndon LaRouchg cqndemn intolerance and support a posi-

organization, held anti-OBE meetings in Bismarck fi h to education in letters to i
which were attended by Department of Public V€ approach fo education in letters to the

Instruction employees. He also organized a drop of €ditor.
leaflets full of accusations of satanic activities, druq S t iti didat ith doll

use, and child abuse, slandering Bismarck educators. .uppor positive candidates wi oflars,
Only the neo-Nazis produce worse hate literature. SIgns, and work.

Are these the associations and agendas Bismarck : :
needs represented on our school board? * Research and reveal the hidden alignments.

* Protest unethical use of broadcast media.

=]

: - » Vote June 14th and bring five friends.
Hochstetler has now succeeded in restricting stu-

dents’ access to borrowing from the Bismarck-Man-
dan on-line library catalog and access to databases
available via the national information superhighway
and the Internet, as well as interlibrary loans. What's
next? Are librarians an endangered species? Is edu
cation? The answer is in the voting booth June 14th
where the “team” of Hochstetler and Maguire is run-
ning against James Miller and Marcia Olson (4-year
terms), and Hochstetler “team” member Patrice
Dietz is running against Bill Lockwood and Sonna
Anderson (2-year terms).

“Book banners, after all, insist that the
entire community should see things their
way, and only their way. When a book is
banned, a whole set of ideas is locked
behind the assertion that there is only one
valid set of values, one valid set of beliefs|,
one valid perception of the world.” --
Stephen King, Bangor Daily News, March
20, 1992

*Among the bookshallenged by Cindy
Hochstelter were nine novels by Stephen
King.

Let our teachers teach. Let librarians instill a love of
reading and learning. Help put an end to the hostility
and animosity that is turning our schools into battle-
grounds. Don't everhink of sitting this one out.

Remember, Hochstetler won lane vote. Author Val Morehouse is a Bismarck Schoo

Librarian and parent.

Support teachers and
% librarians  on the  front **This article was commissioned by the North

lines b_y !0|n|ng PUb“(.: Dakota Women’s Political Caucus, and has bee
Education: The Public . .
reprinted and reformatted usinfframemaker 5.5,
Trust. Call 258-3526 or )
999.4857 by the Author. Currently Val Moehouse is the Sys-
' tems Administrator for MARINet.
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